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Titjikala Civil  Works team on tour (from left) Darren Wilyuka, Darryl Jack, Kevin Moneymoon and Dougie Wells give 
the ‘pelican crossing’ they installed a final inspection before travelling south to attend the national Tidy Town awards 

Our Civil Works team 
off to national awards 
After being named the Territory Tidy Town winner last year, the 
community of Titjikala has been looking forward to the national 
awards that were held in Victor Harbour early this month.  
They were represented at the national Tidy Town awards by their local heroes, the Civil Works 
team who have provided the backbone for getting things done in their community and supporting 
the efforts of others’. At the national awards, Titjikala was highly commended for their Water 
Conservation and most notably was named winner of the Heritage and Culture category.  

Full story and pictures from page 6
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Welcome to MacDonnell Regional Council 
Congratulations to Titjikala community on being highly commended for the 
Water Conservation Award and winner for the Heritage and Culture Award 
at the recent national Tidy Towns awards. 

Attending the awards alongside other local governments from around the country, was a proud 
moment for me to be representing the dedicated achievements of our MacDonnell Regional 
Council Civil Works team and the broad support and enthusiasm of the Titjikala community. 

Council President, Sid Anderson and I joined Rodinga Councillor, Greg Sharman, Titjikala Civil 
Works team members and their management at the Tidy Towns awards after attending a LGANT 
general meeting in Katherine that week. 

At the LGANT general meeting it was voted to adopt a letter of intent between our Minister for 
Local Government and the LGANT President that looks to move roles and responsibilities of 
Local Government in the Territory from the department to LGANT providing more autonomy for 
councils to manage resources and better processes in the future. 

While attending the LGANT meeting the Minister for Local Government announced there would 
be an extra $5m made available to the new Local Authorities across the Northern Territory to 
fund their future projects. We have been aware that along with empowering our communities 
through the new governance model, the Local Authority members need to maintain meaningful 
responsibilities through their projects, so this funding is a great support. 

Meanwhile, around MacDonnell Regional Council, preparations for our new Local Authorities are 
progressing well. Meetings to transition from Local Boards into Local Authorities have been held 
in 10 of our communities. There has been good support for this and people have readily 
nominated to represent their community’s interests. 

From these meetings the Local Authority nominees have identified a number of key initiatives for 
each of their community’s. These ideas will form the basis of the Local Authority Plans which 
inform Council in the development of next year’s Regional Plan. 

Council will have its planning day to address the Regional Plan prior to their Ordinary Council 
Meeting on Thursday 17 April. 

I’ll close this month with the comment that concluded our Waste 
Management Case Study presentation at the national Tidy Towns 
awards – for your consideration:  

It is our ambition to continue to be invited to future  
Tidy Town National Awards workshops when our other 
12 communities gain the required recognition for their 
specific efforts to keep Australia beautiful. 
 

Keep up the good work, Jeff 
Jeff MacLeod, Chief Executive Officer, MacDonnell Regional Council. 

CEO UPDATE 
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Local Authorities Progress 
The establishment of new Local Authorities in each of our communities is now well underway. 
While there have been a few issues like bad weather or unexpected events that have had us 
reorganising some community meetings, we remain on track to establish new Local Authorities 
and have then endorsed by Council. We have been covering great distances throughout the 
region to make sure the voices of our communities will be heard. 
There has been a lot of community interest in the 
establishment of Local Authorities and in almost 
all communities we received more than the 
required number of nominees. We would like to 
thank everybody who has nominated.  

Posters are displayed around each community 
listing who has nominated. Please speak to your 
Council Services Coordinator if you think that 
any groups in your community are missing out, 
for example if a family group isn’t represented.  

If you have missed out being nominated to be a member of a Local Authority there will be plenty 
of opportunities in the future. We encourage you to still come along to meetings as they will be 
public and this way you could learn more about what Local Authority members do. 
So far we have finalised nominees for 8 of our 13 communities and these 8 communities are due 
to be discussed at the Ordinary Council Meeting on April 17. Remaining communities will be 
finalised at a future Council Meeting. 
 

Local Authority Plans 
Now is the time where we start making our plans for next year. These plans set out what is 
important in communities and what needs to happen. To help us know what is important for each 
community we have been talking to the new Local Authority nominees and the outgoing Local 
Board members about priorities for their communities.  
Called Local Authority Plans, this information will be used to make plans for each community. It 
will also be used to help us develop our big plan for the whole MacDonnell Regional Council, that 
was called the Shire Plan, but will now be called the Regional Plan. 
If you have any comments or questions about the plans in your community or the entire region, 
please contact Helen Smith, Manager of Governance and Planning, by phone on 8956 9627 or 
email at helen.smith@macdonnell.nt.gov.au 
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Papunya are winners for training 
Training that is hands-on can often be well attended, but in Papunya our 
workers turned up in good numbers to also sit at desks taking notes and 
learning about their work in a pop-up classroom at the Papunya Hall. This is 
most admirable and MacDonnell Regional Council encourages all staff 

training that can help people to do 
their job better and gain qualifications 
for leadership and management 
positions. 
MacNews reported last year of a high number of 
people turning out for their first Certificate 2 
training block. This year we find Papunya is once 
again leading MacDonnell Regional Council with 
a great turn out to do the next two units in Treat 
Weeds and Repair Fencing over three days 
toward their Certificate 2 in Rural Operations 
training course.
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Titjikala Young Achiever, Roger Wilyuka a great example to all 
Nine young Territorians were honoured at the 
prestigious Young Achievers Awards for their 
positive contribution to the community. Among 
them was Titjikala resident, Roger Wilyuka, who 
received The Glencore McArthur River Mining 
Regional and Rural Initiative Award. 
Minister for Young Territorians, Peter Styles said 
he was very proud of the nominees and winners 
from the awards. “They don’t look for 
accolades, instead they just push 
themselves to be the best they can be 
and do the best they can for their 
communities and I am extremely 
proud of all of them” he said. 

 

And here’s a younger achiever from Kintore 
Gerrard Giles is from Kintore where he started working with MacDonnell 
Council in February shortly before turning 16. Gerrard is a full time 
student at the Kintore School so he works after school and on the 
weekends as a casual Pool Assistant at the Kintore Pool.  

RIGHT: Testing water samples to keep the pool healthy, Gerrard has also  
completed his Bronze Medallion Training at the Alice Springs Town Pool  

with the Royal Life Savings Society Australia.  

 

 
LEFT: Recently completed shelter sheds at the 
Papunya Cemetery show improvements to SL2 

standard for cemeteries, while RIGHT: flood mitigation 
work in Titjikala is working well and keeping  

houses dry during recent flooding 

 

 

Traditional Credit Union to support youth sports activities 
Traditional Credit Union is excited to join in with our Youth Development services and support a 
couple sporting activities in Alice Springs that involve several communities. Traditional Credit 
Union are looking forward to presenting the Most Valuable Player award at the Grand Final night 
this coming Saturday night at the Alice Springs Basketball Stadium. 
They are also looking forward to bringing their support to the soccer carnival that is happening at 
Alice Springs Basketball Stadium on Saturday 10 May, by providing those taking part with a 
healthy lunch. 
MacNews looks forward to bringing more about these activities as details come to hand. 
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Our Civil Works team go 
off to national Tidy Towns awards 
Here is a look at what happens in the final days leading up to winning a 
national Tidy Town category and being highly commended for another  
(and of course, after all the hard work of cutting grass, painting buildings, 
repairing infrastructure and keeping your community clean and tidy).  

First, there is a lot of standing and posing around the great work you’re done in your community 
so the photographer can get some good pictures for the Alice Springs newspaper. 

Then there’s a bit of standing and waiting – at the community barbeque in your honour, and then 
the next day at the airport before checking in to fly to Adelaide. 

After a drive to Victor Harbour, there was a walk over the beach to Granite Island. 
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On Granite Island the big attraction was the Fairy Penguins, but there was a restaurant on the 
island and we got to eat there. 

The next day there was more food and more things to do. 

Including ocean views and rides on buses and an old steam train along the coast. 
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Then a bit of networking with all the other councils at the gala awards dinner, before being 

highly commended for our Water Conservation and then winning the Heritage and Culture award. 
LEFT: Titjikala wins National Tidy Towns Heritage 
and Culture award. Represented on stage by 
MacDonnell Regional Council’s Jeff MacLeod 
(CEO), Sid Anderson (President), Darren 
Wilyuka (Civil Works) and Kevin Moneymoon 
(Civil Works) with Heimo Schober (KABNT), and 
their plaque from Keep Australia Beautiful’s 
Board Member, Peter Black (second from left).  
 
So what does it takes to be the National Tidy 
Town Winner? Find out by visiting: 
http://kab.org.au/sheffield-shines-at-australian-
tidy-towns-2014-takes-home-the-overall-title/ 

 

Finally, on behalf of Titjikala’s Councillor Greg Sharman, the Civil Works team and their Council Services 
Coordinator Dave McGregor, a big thanks to Tellus Holdings for their financial support that made this 
opportunity to attend the KAB awards in Victor Harbour possible. Also thanks to Sid Anderson for his 
support as President of MacDonnell Regional Council and our CEO, Jeff MacLeod. Thanks also to our 
Area Manager Ken Newman for all his support and leadership as well as all his assistance whilst in South 
Australia, Heimo Schober from KABNT for all his support and the efforts that made our trip a pleasure, to 
our Communications Officer Darren Pfitzner for the great presentations and displays showing Titjikala and 
MacDonnell Regional Council in the best possible regard, and finally all our thanks to our Receptionist in 
the Alice Springs office, Rachel Walsh for her great support making all bookings and  arrangements. She 
made our life very easy and our trip very enjoyable.
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We extend a big welcome to the following 
people who have joined MacDonnell Shire 
during the last month. Also congratulations 
to those who have taken up new roles within 
MacDonnell Shire: 
Alice Springs 
Roslyn Forrester – Zone Coordinator Night 
Patrol 
Ashlee Smith – Senior Human Resources 
Officer  
Amoonguna 
Joanne Blackman – Acting Team Leader 
Store 
Jessie May Gloede – Night Patrol Officer 
Gregwyn Dickson – Youth Development 
Officer 
Donna Dixon – Youth Development Officer 
and Administration Officer Centrelink 
Marilyn Dixon – Administration Officer 
Centrelink 
Areyonga (Utju) 
Christopher Broomhall – Team Leader 
Works 
Norman Brumby – Works Assistant 
Lynette Coulthard – Administration Officer 
Centrelink 
Docker River (Kaltukatjara) 
Jennifier Rawson – Administration Officer  
Finke (Aputula) 
Susan Doolan – Administration Officer  
Haasts Bluff (Ikuntji) 
Lucinda Andy – Early Childhood Educator 
David Watson-Corby – OSHC Facilitator 
Hermannsburg (Ntaria) 
Bob Bartlett – Essential Services Officer 
Michelle Butcher – OSHC Facilitator 
Brendan Inkamala – Night Patrol Officer 
Emma Malbunka – OSHC Facilitator 
Imanpa  
Tremayne Hartley – Acting Essential 
Services Officer 
Tanya Luckey – Administration Officer 
Marressha Luckey – Night Patrol Officer 
Margaret Pearce – Night Patrol Officer 
Kathleen Pumpjack – Administration Officer 
Centrelink 
Donovan Spencer – Grader Operator / 
Higher Duties 
Kintore (Walungurru) 
Jason Minor – Works Assistant 
Henry Multa – Works Assistant 
Vanessa Sitzler – Administration Assistant 
Cheryle Ryan – Administration Assistant 
Centrelink 

 
Mt Liebig (Watiyawanu) 
Richard Hage – Relief Shire Services 
Cordinator 
Papunya (Warumpi) 
Linda Anderson – Team Leader Home Care 
/ Higher Duties 
Carlene Lechleitner – Administration Officer 
Centrelink 
Lynn Ward – Home Care Assistant 
Santa Teresa (Ltyentye Apurte) 
Fiona Turner – Library Officer 
Annalisa Young – Administration Officer 
Wallace Rockhole 
Ada Williams – Administration Assistant 
Centrelink 
 
 
 

Ordinary Council Meeting 
includes Council Planning session 
(formerly called Shire Planning) 
Council Office (Hermannsburg):  
Thursday 17 April 

Local Board Meetings  
These will be the final round of Local Board 
meetings and will have barbeque lunches 
that include community meetings where 
Local Authority nominees will be endorsed 
by the community people they will represent.  
Imanpa: Tuesday 1 April  
Finke: Wednesday 2 April 
Docker River: Friday 4 April 
Haasts Bluff: Tuesday 8 April – postponed 
Mt Liebig: Wednesday 9 April – postponed 
Amoonguna: Thursday 10 April – 
postponed 

 
 
 

Deadline for next issue  
Stories for next issue of MacNews need to 
be submitted before Friday 21 June. Send 
your stories and ideas as they occur to: 
media@macdonnell.nt.gov.au 

STAFF MOVEMENTS 

STOP THE PRESS! 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
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